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Summit County Engineer addresses stormwater management questions
Akron, Ohio – Summit County has been a leader in the management of stormwater in Ohio. Since the early 1980’s, prior to state and federal regulations requiring it to do so, Summit County has been requiring stormwater controls for all new land developments. With the inception of Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) stormwater requirements, Summit County again took the lead in organizing a coalition of its municipal and township governments to coordinate their Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) Phase II Permits under a single Summit County permit. Currently, all but four Summit County communities are members of this Phase II Permit coalition (two of the four communities are unable to join due to their designation status from the OEPA). Alan Brubaker, P.E., P.S., Summit County Engineer is proud to be able to say that all of the communities have been in compliance with the OEPA Phase II Permit requirements since its inception. 

Alan Brubaker, P.E., P.S., Summit County Engineer, is the drainage engineer for Summit County. In addition to his Phase II Permit responsibilities, that are shared with the Summit County Health District and the Summit County Soil and Water Service, he is in charge of the maintenance of the stormwater control facilities in Summit County’s assessed subdivisions where property owners pay an annual assessment fee to Summit County for the maintenance of their stormwater control facilities.  Beginning in January of 2009, the Summit County Engineer’s office began an overhaul of the subdivision stormwater management system to better comply with state and federal regulations.

Recently, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) has announced plans to begin assessing some of Summit County’s northern communities for improvements they claim are caused in part by stormwater runoff from Summit County. Sherri Bevan Walsh, Summit County Prosecutor, has taken exception to the NEORSD plan, stating that the Summit County Engineer is the Drainage Engineer for Summit County, not the NEORSD. 

In addition, the Summit County Engineer’s office, while not as vocal as our friends to the north, continues to utilize best stormwater management practices on a daily basis.  Every project administered by this office includes drainage improvements and/or pollution management.  The Summit County Engineer Public Service crews continue to clean out road side ditches on a regular basis, eliminating sources of pollution from entering our waterways. 
Summit County Executive, Russ Pry, and the Summit County Council recognize that the cost of compliance with OEPA Stormwater Regulations will escalate in the next 5 years as these regulations move into their next phase requiring more analysis of the stormwater system, increased monitoring and treatment of the stormwater and a higher level of maintenance of stormwater systems. As a result they have provided the County Engineer $100,000 from the County General Fund to begin work on a plan for permanent funding of Summit County’s Stormwater needs. The action plan should be completed before year’s end at which time the County will be able to determine how to better fund the cost of meeting Summit County’s stormwater management program.

We are certain however that sending Summit County tax dollars to the NEORSD to help them solve their problems is not the proper way to manage Summit County’s stormwater system. We are also certain that with permanent and stable funding Summit County will remain an Ohio leader in the management of its stormwater. Should NEORSD or any other downstream community find fault with Summit County’s management of its stormwater they should detail their complaint in writing so Summit County can plan to properly address the issue. 
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